
Abstract
Italian Ministry of Health’s 

ClassyFarm is a surveillance 
system which aims to 
provide an integrated 

approach to veterinary 
public health. The system is 

available for different 
species (pig, cattle, water 

buffalo, poultry) 
encompassing topics such 

as antimicrobial use, 
biosecurity, animal welfare 
and slaughterhouse data. 
ClassyFarm can process 

information from different 
sources (e.g., already 
existing systems and 
databases) through 

business intelligence, 
providing a risk analysis via 

several interactive 
dashboards. 

In Italy, pigs are usually 
slaughtered at 150-170 Kg 
since they are reared for 

traditional Protected 
Designation of Origin 

products. Veterinarians can 
record lesions at the 

slaughterhouse for different 
purposes: ante-mortem and 

post-mortem inspections, 
animal welfare evaluation 
panels and health panels. 

The slaughterhouse 
represents a convenient site 

for collecting data that 
reflects the status of animal 

health and welfare on the 
farm, at least for fattening 

pigs. Indeed, it is possible to 
repeat the assessments 

several times through the 
year for a large number of 
farms in one place. In the 
ClassyFarm system, the 

data recorded at the 
slaughterhouse integrates 
the one collected on-farm, 

providing a complete 
picture of the animal status 
and leading to more refined 
stewardship interventions.
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THE CLASSYFARM MONITORING SYSTEM AT THE SLAUGHTERHOUSE: 
Pig Health and Welfare

Introduction
ClassyFarm is an integrated monitoring system of the Italian Ministry of Health for the risk analysis of antimicrobial use, biosecurity, animal welfare, 
and slaughterhouse data in several species. In Italy, pigs are usually slaughtered at 150-170 Kg and lesions at the slaughterhouse can be recorded 
by veterinarians for different purposes (ante-mortem and post-mortem inspections, animal welfare and health).

Activities
The system allows to record injuries during ante-mortem and post-mortem inspections. Figure 2 and 3 show the data collection interfaces, figure 4
some examples of injuries recorded during those inspections.
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Fig. 2 – Data collection interface for the ante-mortem inspections Fig. 3 – Data collection interface for the post-mortem inspections Fig. 4 – Examples of injuries recorded during the ante-mortem and the post-
mortem inspections: lameness and erysipelas skin lesions

Fig. 1 – The ClassyFarm System stream of information, collecting data from different sources for an integrated stewardship tool (AMS = antimicrobial susceptibility)
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The Animal Welfare panel considers specific injuries, recorded during the post-mortem examination, that reflect the conditions on the farm and 
during the transportation. Figure 5 shows the data collection interface, figure 6 and 7 some example of injuries considered in the panel.

Fig. 5 – Injury relief screens for Animal welfare panel Fig. 6 – Examples of tail lesions with their degree of severity Fig. 7 – Examples of skin lesions with their degree of severity 

The Animal Health panel considers pneumonia, pleuritis and hepatitis which represent important causes of disease and economic losses. Such 
lesions are also among the main animal health issues on farm. Figure 7 shows the data collection interface and figure 8 some lesion examples.

Fig. 7 – Injury relief screens for Animal health panel Fig. 8 – Examples of lesions recorded for the health panel: pneumonia (A), pleuritis (B) and milk spots (C) 

A B C

The slaughterhouse represents a convenient site for monitoring the status of animal health and welfare on the farm, at least for
fattening pigs. Indeed, it is possible to repeat the assessments several times through the year for a large number of farms in one place. In the
ClassyFarm system, the data recorded at the slaughterhouse integrates the one collected on-farm, providing a complete picture of the animal
status and leading to more refined stewardship interventions.

Conclusions
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